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Memorandum 

 
 
             TO: Business Office Managers and Directors, Physical Therapy Department, at  
 AmeriHealth Participating Hospitals in New Jersey 
 
      FROM: Kathleen Mariano 
      Manager, Provider Relations 
 
       DATE: June 16, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING EXPANDED HAND  
 THERAPY DIAGNOSES 
 
As you know, hand therapy was removed from the AmeriHealth capitated physical therapy 
program effective October 1, 2003.  At that time, we used a limited list of diagnosis codes to 
identify hand therapy claims, which are eligible for fee-for-service reimbursement.   
 
Effective July 1, 2005, AmeriHealth has revised the listing (attached) of hand therapy diagnosis 
codes that, when billed in conjunction with specific CPT codes, are reimbursed according to the 
applicable AmeriHealth fee schedule.   
 
AmeriHealth has defined hand therapy using the following rationale:  Anatomically defined as 
tips of fingers (phalanges) to distal upper arm (humerus) involving the elbow. 
 
All of the following bony structures and their associated joints, ligaments, musculature, and 
connective structures are included in this anatomic rationale: 
 

• Phalanges 
• Metacarpals 
• Carpals 
• Radius 
• Ulna  
• Distal humerus 
 

Please Note:  When billing for therapy services it is necessary to include the diagnosis code 
to the highest level of specificity and the appropriate physical/occupational therapy CPT 
code. 
 
If you have any questions regarding hand therapy, the expanded diagnosis list or general physical 
therapy questions, please contact you Hospital Coordinator.   
 
Attachment 
 



AmeriHealth Insuance Company
Hand Therapy Diagnoses

353.0, Brachial plexus lesions
354.0, Carpal tunnel syndrome 
354.1, Other lesion of median nerve  
354.2, Lesion of ulnar nerve  
354.3, Lesion of radial nerve 
681.00, Unspecified cellulitis and abscess of finger 
681.02, Onychia and paronychia of finger 
681.9, Cellulitis and abscess of unspecified digit 
682.4, Cellulitis and abscess of hand, except fingers and 
thumb 
707.01, Decubitus ulcer of the elbow
711.03, Pyogenic arthritis, forearm 
711.04, Pyogenic arthritis, hand 
711.93, Unspecified infective arthritis, forearm 
711.94, Unspecified infective arthritis, hand 
712.23, Chondrocalcinosis due to pyrophosphate crystals, 
forearm 
712.83, Other specified crystal arthropathies, forearm 
712.84, Other specified crystal arthropathies, hand 
712.93, Unspecified crystal arthropathy, forearm 
712.94, Unspecified crystal arthropathy, hand 
715.04, Generalized osteoarthrosis, involving hand   
715.13, Primary localized osteoarthrosis, forearm 
715.14, Primary localized osteoarthrosis, hand 
715.23, Secondary localized osteoarthrosis, forearm 
715.24, Secondary localized osteoarthrosis, involving hand 

715.33, Localized osteoarthrosis not specified whether 
primary or secondary, forearm 
715.34,  Localized osteoarthrosis not specified whether 
primary or secondary, hand 
715.93, Osteoarthrosis, unspecified whether generalized 
or localized, forearm 
715.94, Osteoarthrosis, unspecified whether generalized 
or localized, hand 
716.03, Kaschin-Beck disease, forearm 
716.04, Kaschin-Beck disease, hand 
716.13, Traumatic arthropathy, forearm 
716.14, Traumatic arthropathy, hand 
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716.23, Allergic arthritis, forearm 
716.24, Allergic arthritis, hand 
716.33, Climacteric arthritis, forearm 
716.34, Climacteric arthritis, hand 
716.43, Transient arthropathy, forearm 
716.44, Transient arthropathy, hand 
716.53, Unspecified polyarthropathy or polyarthritis, 
forearm 
716.54, Unspecified polyarthropathy or polyarthritis, hand 
716.63, Unspecified monoarthritis, forearm 
716.64, Unspecified monoarthritis, hand 
716.83, Other specified arthropathy, forearm 
716.84, Other specified arthropathy, hand 
716.93, Unspecified arthropathy, forearm 
716.94, Unspecified arthropathy, hand  
718.03, Articular cartilage disorder, forearm 
718.04, Articular cartilage disorder, hand 
718.23, Pathological dislocation of forearm joint 
718.24, Pathological dislocation of hand joint 
718.33, Recurrent dislocation of forearm joint
718.34, Recurrent dislocation of hand joint
718.43, Contracture of forearm joint  
718.44, Contracture of hand joint  
718.53,  Ankylosis of forearm joint 
718.54,  Ankylosis of hand joint 
718.73, Developmental dislocation of joint, forearm 
718.74, Developmental dislocation of joint, hand 
718.83, Other joint derangement, not elsewhere classified, 
forearm 
718.84, Other joint derangement, not elsewhere classified, 
hand  
718.93, Unspecified derangement, forearm joint
718.94, Unspecified derangement of hand joint
719.03, Effusion of forearm joint
719.04, Effusion of hand joint 
719.13, Hemarthrosis, forearm
719.14, Hemarthrosis, hand
719.23, Villonodular synovitis, forearm
719.24, Villonodular synovitis, hand
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719.33, Palindromic rheumatism, forearm
719.34, Palindromic rheumatism, hand
719.43, Pain in joint, forearm
719.44, Pain in joint, hand 
719.53, Stiffness of joint, not elsewhere classified, forearm 

719.54, Stiffness of joint, not elsewhere classified, hand
719.63, Other symptoms referable to forearm joint
719.64, Other symptoms referable to hand joint
719.83, Other specified disorders of forearm joint
719.84, Other specified disorders of hand joint
719.93, Unspecified disorder of forearm joint
719.94, Unspecified disorder of hand joint
726.12, Bicipital tenosynovitis
726.30, Unspecified enthesopathy of elbow
726.31, Medial epicondylitis of elbow 
726.32, Lateral epicondylitis of elbow 
726.33, Olecranon bursitis
726.39, Other enthesopathy of elbow region
727.03, Trigger finger (acquired) 
727.04, Radial styloid tenosynovitis 
727.05, Other tenosynovitis of hand and wrist  
727.62, Nontraumatic rupture of tendons of biceps (long 
head)  
727.63, Nontraumatic rupture of extensor tendons of hand 
and wrist 
727.64, Nontraumatic rupture of flexor tendons of hand 
and wrist 
728.6, Contracture of palmar fascia 
730.03, Acute osteomyelitis, forearm
730.04, Acute osteomyelitis, hand  
730.13, Chronic osteomyelitis, forearm
730.14, Chronic osteomyelitis, hand
730.23, Unspecified osteomyelitis, forearm
730.24, Unspecified osteomyelitis, hand
730.33, Periostitis, without mention of osteomyelitis, 
forearm
730.34, Periostitis, without mention of osteomyelitis, hand
730.93, Unspecified infection of bone, forearm
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730.94, Unspecified infection of bone, hand
736.00, Unspecified deformity of forearm, excluding 
fingers  
736.01, Cubitus valgus (acquired)  
736.02, Cubitus varus (acquired)  
736.03, Valgus deformity of wrist (acquired)  
736.04, Varus deformity of wrist (acquired) 
736.05, Wrist drop (acquired)  
736.06, Claw hand (acquired)  
736.07, Club hand, acquired  
736.09, Other acquired deformities of forearm, excluding 
fingers  
736.1, Mallet finger  
736.20, Unspecified deformity of finger
736.21, Boutonniere deformity  
736.22, Swan-neck deformity 
755.01, Polydactyly of fingers
755.11, Syndactyly of fingers without fusion of bone
755.12, Syndactyly of fingers with fusion of bone
755.23, Congenital longitudinal deficiency, combined, 
involving humerus, radius, and ulna (complete or 
incomplete)
755.25, Congenital longitudinal deficiency, radioulnar, 
complete or partial (with or without distal deficiencies, 
incomplete)
755.26, Congenital longitudinal deficiency, radial, complete 
or partial (with or without distal deficiencies, incomplete)

755.27, Congenital longitudinal deficiency, ulnar, complete 
or partial (with or without distal deficiencies, incomplete)

755.28, Congenital longitudinal deficiency, carpals or 
metacarpals, complete or partial (with or without 
incomplete phalangeal deficiency)
755.29, Congenital longitudinal deficiency, phalanges, 
complete or partial
767.6, Injury to brachial plexus, birth trauma
812.40, Closed fracture of unspecified part of lower end of 
humerus 

Revised effective 7/01/05 - 4 -



AmeriHealth Insuance Company
Hand Therapy Diagnoses

812.41, Closed fracture of supracondylar humerus  
812.42, Closed fracture of lateral condyle of humerus  
812.43, Closed fracture of medial condyle of humerus  
812.44, Closed fracture of unspecified condyle(s) of 
humerus  
812.49, Other closed fracture of lower end of humerus 
812.50, Open fracture of unspecified part of lower end of 
812.51, Open fracture of supracondylar humerus
812.52, Open fracture of lateral condyle of humerus
812.53, Open fracture of medial condyle of humerus
812.54, Open fracture of unspecified condyle(s) of 
humerus
812.59, Other open fracture of lower end of humerus
813.00, Unspecified fracture of radius and ulna, upper end 
of forearm, closed  
813.01, Closed fracture of olecranon process of ulna  
813.02, Closed fracture of coronoid process of ulna  
813.03, Closed Monteggia’s fracture  
813.04, Other and unspecified closed fractures of proximal 
end of ulna (alone) 
813.05, Closed fracture of head of radius 
813.06, Closed fracture of neck of radius  
813.07, Other and unspecified closed fractures of proximal 
end of radius (alone)  
813.08, Closed fracture of radius with ulna, upper end (any 
part)  
813.10, Unspecified open fracture of upper end of forearm

813.11, Open fracture of olecranon process of ulna
813.12, Open fracture of coronoid process of ulna
813.13, Open Monteggia's fracture
813.14, Other and unspecified open fractures of proximal 
end of ulna (alone)
813.15, Open fracture of head of radius
813.16, Open fracture of neck of radius
813.17, Other and unspecified open fractures of proximal 
end of radius (alone)
813.18, Open fracture of radius with ulna, upper end (any 
part)
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813.20, Unspecified closed fracture of shaft of radius or 
ulna
813.21, Closed fracture of shaft of radius (alone)
813.22, Closed fracture of shaft of ulna (alone)
813.23, Closed fracture of shaft of radius with ulna
813.30, Unspecified open fracture of shaft of radius or ulna

813.31, Open fracture of shaft of radius (alone)
813.32, Open fracture of shaft of ulna (alone)
813.33, Open fracture of shaft of radius with ulna
813.40, Unspecified closed fracture of lower end of 
forearm
813.41, Closed Colles' fracture
813.42, Other closed fractures of distal end of radius 
(alone) 
813.43, Closed fracture of distal end of ulna (alone)
813.44, Closed fracture of lower end of radius with ulna
813.45, Torus fracture of lower end of radius
813.50, Unspecified open fracture of lower end of forearm
813.51, Open Colles' fracture
813.52, Other open fractures of distal end of radius (alone)

813.53, Open fracture of distal end of ulna (alone)
813.54, Open fracture of lower end of radius with ulna
813.80, Closed fracture of unspecified part of forearm
813.81, Closed fracture of unspecified part of radius 
(alone)
813.82, Closed fracture of unspecified part of ulna (alone)
813.83, Closed fracture of unspecified part of radius with 
ulna
813.90, Open fracture of unspecified part of forearm
813.91, Open fracture of unspecified part of radius (alone)
813.92, Open fracture of unspecified part of ulna (alone)
813.93, Open fracture of unspecified part of radius with 
ulna
814.00, Unspecified closed fracture of carpal bone  
814.01, Closed fracture of navicular (scaphoid) bone of 
wrist  
814.02, Closed fracture of lunate (semilunar) bone of wrist
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814.03, Closed fracture of triquetral (cuneiform) bone of 
wrist
814.04, Closed fracture of pisiform bone of wrist  
814.05, Closed fracture of trapezium bone (larger 
multangular) of wrist 
814.06, Closed fracture of trapezoid bone (smaller 
multangular) of wrist  
814.07, Closed fracture of capitate bone (os magnum) of 
wrist  
814.08, Closed fracture of hamate (unciform) bone of wrist  

814.09, Closed fracture of other bone of wrist  
814.10, Unspecified open fracture of carpal bone
814.11, Open fracture of navicular (scaphoid) bone of wrist
814.12, Open fracture of lunate (semilunar) bone of wrist
814.13, Open fracture of triquetral (cuneiform) bone of 
814.14, Open fracture of pisiform bone of wrist
814.15, Open fracture of trapezium bone (larger 
multangular) of wrist
814.16, Open fracture of trapezoid bone (smaller 
multangular) of wrist
814.17, Open fracture of capitate bone (os magnum) of 
wrist
814.18, Open fracture of hamate (unciform) bone of wrist
814.19, Open fracture of other bone of wrist
815.00, Closed fracture of metacarpal bone(s), site 
unspecified
815.01, Closed fracture of base of thumb (first) metacarpal 
bone(s) 
815.02, Closed fracture of base of other metacarpal 
bone(s)  
815.03, Closed fracture of shaft of metacarpal bone(s)
815.04, Closed fracture of neck of metacarpal bone(s)
815.09, Closed fracture of multiple sites of metacarpus
815.10, Open fracture of metacarpal bone(s), site 
unspecified
815.11, Open fracture of base of thumb (first) metacarpal 
bone(s)
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815.12, Open fracture of base of other metacarpal bone(s)

815.13, Open fracture of shaft of metacarpal bone(s)
815.14, Open fracture of neck of metacarpal bone(s)
815.19, Open fracture of multiple sites of metacarpus
816.00, Closed fracture of unspecified phalanx or 
phalanges of hand 
816.01, Closed fracture of middle or proximal phalanx or 
phalanges of hand 
816.02, Closed fracture of distal phalanx or phalanges of 
hand 
816.03, Closed fracture of multiple sites of phalanx or 
phalanges of hand 
816.10, Open fracture of phalanx or phalanges of hand, 
unspecified
816.11, Open fracture of middle or proximal phalanx or 
phalanges of hand
816.12, Open fracture of distal phalanx or phalanges of 
hand
816.13, Open fractures of multiple sites of phalanx or 
phalanges of hand
817.0, Multiple closed fractures of hand bones
817.1, Multiple open fractures of hand bones
832.00, Closed unspecified dislocation of elbow    
832.01, Closed anterior dislocation of elbow 
832.02, Closed posterior dislocation of elbow
832.03, Closed medial dislocation of elbow
832.04, Closed lateral dislocation of elbow
832.19, Open dislocation of other site of elbow
833.00, Closed dislocation of wrist, unspecified part
833.01, Closed dislocation of distal radioulnar (joint)
833.02, Closed dislocation of radiocarpal (joint)
833.03, Closed dislocation of midcarpal (joint)
833.04, Closed dislocation of carpometacarpal (joint)
833.05, Closed dislocation of proximal end of metacarpal 
(bone)
833.09, Closed dislocation of other part of wrist
833.10, Open dislocation of wrist, unspecified part
833.11, Open dislocation of distal radioulnar (joint)
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833.12, Open dislocation of radiocarpal (joint)
833.13, Open dislocation of midcarpal (joint)
833.14, Open dislocation of carpometacarpal (joint)
833.15, Open dislocation of proximal end of metacarpal 
(bone)
833.19, Open dislocation of other part of wrist
834.00, Closed dislocation of finger, unspecified part  
834.01, Closed dislocation of metacarpophalangeal (joint)  

834.02, Closed dislocation of interphalangeal (joint), hand  

834.10, Open dislocation of finger, unspecified part
834.11, Open dislocation of metacarpophalangeal (joint)
834.12, Open dislocation interphalangeal (joint), hand
841.0, Radial collateral ligament sprain and strain
841.1, Ulnar collateral ligament sprain and strain
841.2, Radiohumeral (joint) sprain and strain
841.3, Ulnohumeral (joint) sprain and strain
841.8, Sprain and strain of other specified sites of elbow 
and forearm
841.9, Sprain and strain of unspecified site of elbow and 
forearm
842.00, Sprain and strain of unspecified site of wrist 
842.01, Sprain and strain of carpal (joint) of wrist  
842.02, Sprain and strain of radiocarpal (joint) (ligament) of 
wrist
842.09, Other wrist sprain and strain
842.10, Sprain and strain of unspecified site of hand
842.11, Sprain and strain of carpometacarpal (joint) of 
hand
842.12, Sprain and strain of metacarpophalangeal (joint) of 
hand 
842.13, Sprain and strain of interphalangeal (joint) of hand
842.19, Other hand sprain and strain
881.00, Open wound of forearm, without mention of 
complication
881.01, Open wound of elbow, without mention of 
complication
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881.02, Open wound of wrist, without mention of 
complication      
881.10, Open wound of forearm, complicated
881.11, Open wound of elbow, complicated
881.12, Open wound of wrist, complicated
881.20, Open wound of forearm, with tendon involvement
881.21, Open wound of elbow, with tendon involvement
881.22, Open wound of wrist, with tendon involvement
882.0, Open wound of hand except finger(s) alone, without 
mention of complication     
882.1, Open wound of hand except finger(s) alone, 
complicated     
882.2, Open wound of hand except finger(s) alone, with 
tendon involvement  
883.0, Open wound of finger(s), without mention of 
complication
883.1, Open wound of finer(s), complicated  
883.2, Open wound of finger(s), with tendon involvement  
906.6, Late effect of burn of wrist and hand
914.8, Other and unspecified superficial injury of hand(s) 
except finger(s) alone, without mention of infection
923.10, Contusion of forearm
923.11, Contusion of elbow
923.20, Contusion of hand(s)
923.21, Contusion of wrist  
923.3, Contusion of finger  
927.10, Crushing injury of forearm
927.11, Crushing injury of elbow
927.20, Crushing injury of hand(s)  
927.21, Crushing injury of wrist  
927.3, Crushing injury of finger(s)  
943.21, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn (second 
degree) of forearm
943.22, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn (second 
degree) of elbow
943.31, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of forearm
943.32, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of elbow
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943.41, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of forearm, without mention of loss of a 
body part
943.42, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of elbow, without mention of loss of a 
body part
943.51, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of forearm, with loss of a body part
943.52, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of elbow, with loss of a body part
944.20, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn (second 
degree) of unspecified site of hand
944.21, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn (second 
degree) of single digit [finger (nail)] other than thumb
944.22, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn of (second 
degree) of thumb (nail)
944.23, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn (second 
degree) of two or more digits of hand, not including thumb
944.24, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn (second 
degree) of two or more digits of hand including thumb
944.25, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn (second 
degree) of palm of hand
944.26, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn (second 
degree) of back of hand
944.27, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn (second 
degree) of wrist
944.28, Blisters with epidermal loss due to burn (second 
degree) of multiple sites of wrist(s) and hand(s)
944.30, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of unspecified site of hand
944.31, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of single digit [finger (nail)] other than thumb
944.32, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of thumb (nail)
944.33, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of two or more digits of hand, not including thumb
944.34, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of two or more digits of hand including thumb
944.35, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of palm of hand
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944.36, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of back of hand
944.37, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of wrist
944.38, Full-thickness skin loss due to burn (third degree 
nos) of multiple sites of wrist(s) and hand(s)
944.40, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of unspecified site of hand, without 
mention of a body part
944.41, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of single digit [finger (nail)] other than 
thumb, without mention of a body part
944.42, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of thumb (nail), without mention of loss 
of a body part
944.43, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of two or more digits of hand, not 
including thumb, without mention of a body part
944.44, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of two or more digits of hand including 
thumb, without mention of a body part
944.45, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of palm of hand, without mention of 
loss of a body part
944.46, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of back of hand, without mention of 
loss of back of a body part
944.47, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of wrist, without mention of loss of a 
body part
944.48, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of multiple sites of wrist(s) and 
hand(s), without mention of loss of a body part
944.50, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of unspecified site of hand, with loss of 
a body part
944.51, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of single digit (finger (nail)) other than 
thumb, with loss of a body part
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944.52, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of thumb (nail), with loss of a body part

944.53, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of two or more digits of hand, not 
including thumb, with loss of a body part
944.54, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of two or more digits of hand including 
thumb, with loss of a body part
944.55, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of palm of hand, with loss of a body 
part
944.56, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of back of hand, with loss of a body 
part
944.57, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of wrist, with loss of a body part
944.58, Deep necrosis of underlying tissues due to burn 
(deep third degree) of multiple sites of wrist(s) and 
hand(s), with loss of a body part
953.4, Injury to brachial plexus  
955.0, Injury to axillary nerve  
955.1, Injury to median nerve
955.2, Injury to ulnar nerve  
955.3, Injury to radial nerve 
955.4, Injury to musculocutaneous nerve
959.4, Injury, other and unspecified, hand, except finger
959.5, Injury, other and unspecified, finger
996.91, Complications of reattached forearm
996.92, Complications of reattached hand
996.93, Complications of reattached finger(s)
V43.62, Elbow joint replacement by other means
V43.63, Wrist joint replacement by other means
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